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ECP Announces Art Escape, A Cultural Initiative Featuring
Regional Artists

Work from select Bay and Walton County artists to be showcased in the airport’s concourse

Northwest Florida Beaches International Airport (ECP), together with Life Media
Publications, announces a new cultural initiative, Art Escape, which showcases contemporary
work by local artists in the airport’s concourse. The inaugural exhibit “Where am | Going?”
opens July 1, with a plan for rotating works to cycle through the space over the next five
months. Comprised of artists from across the region, this project brings together dynamic
regional voices with the intent of enhancing the airport experience for those traveling to and
from the Emerald Coast. Welcoming nearly 1.9 million passengers in 2024, ECP acts as a
gateway to the cultural attractions of surrounding counties, which, beyond airport doors, include
art galleries, world-class live music, documentary film festivals, stand-up comedy, and much
more.

“Where am | Going?” includes the work of artists Francisco Adaro, Christon Anderson,
Mark Little, Chandler Williams, Mandy Yourick, and Jamie Zimchek in mediums that range from
painting to photography and installation.

“ECP is a gateway to both beautiful beaches and a region rich in culture. We’re honored
to enhance the passenger experience by sharing a little of that culture (with a touch of beach) at
our facility,” stated Parker McClellan, ECP Executive Director.

“We see this as a unique opportunity to bring the more contemporary work of local artists
to an unconventional space,” said Jamie Zimchek, who helped launch this endeavor. “Though
visitors can get a glimpse of these working artists in galleries throughout the region, this show
offers them the opportunity to present work that’s a little more experimental and boundary
pushing while working around a theme that relates to ideas about personhood, place, and, of
course, travel.”

About the Artists

Francisco Adaro, a Walton County—based artist originally from Buenos Aires, Argentina,
blends whimsical charm with refined technique. From a young age, he dreamed of a life in art,
studying at La Salle and painting murals while selling sketches on the streets. A chance
encounter with his now wife and Florida native Brooke, led him to 30A, where they opened
Adaro Art Gallery. His vibrant oil paintings feature playful, stylized figures—both human and
animal—capturing moments of joy, curiosity, and tenderness. Inspired by his wife, children, and
a lively menagerie of rescue animals, Adaro’s work is a celebration of life’s magic, infused with
humor, warmth, and storytelling. His unique visual language invites viewers to see the world
through a more joyful lens.



Christon Anderson is a self-taught Bay County artist out of Panama City, Florida. Anderson
cultivates work that bridges the gap between poverty and privilege. Both bold and subtle mixed with
abstraction and realism, Anderson’s work acknowledges the duality in every singular subject.
Christon

Mark Little is a Walton County-based photographer whose work considers the connections
that bring us together. Little’s images bring into focus these connections, both with one another and
the environments we inhabit; his photographs capture energy unfolding, offering a glimpse of the
way it all intertwines. His work can be found in a variety of national spaces as well as 30A and
greater Walton County.

Chandler Williamson, a local photographer, was Walton County’s artist of the year in
2021. His work has allowed him to experience life in many countries and interact with many
amazing people along a multi-decade journey. Williams is assisted by an experienced crew in
tune with his working style and has a fine art photography gallery in Grayton Beach, Florida.

Mandy Yourick is an artist and educator whose work includes drawing, collage, and
installation. Her work engages with broader themes of creative placemaking and ecology, often
reflecting on how we inhabit public and private spaces. She studies structures and shelters, as
well as individual and collective agency as they relate to environments and change. Mandy
earned her MFA in Visual Arts from Vermont College of Fine Arts and has completed artist
residencies in Gijipo, South Korea, Madison, Wisconsin, and Skopelos, Greece. Her sculpture,
Hometown, is part of the collection at the Underwater Museum of Art in Grayton Beach, FL.

Jamie Zimchek is a multi-disciplinary artist with a background in painting and
photography. Zimchek’s work revolves around an exploration of popular narratives promulgated
by power systems in private and public domains. She is particularly interested in the ways these
systems use calculated storylines and absurd social constructs to shore up deeply entrenched
self-interests. She has an MA in Mediterranean Studies from King’s College London and an
MFA in Visual Art from Vermont College of Fine Arts. Zimchek is co-founder of the Il Artist Fund
and an instructor in the art department at Gulf Coast State College.

About Northwest Florida Beaches International Airport

Northwest Florida Beaches International Airport (ECP) is located less than 30 minutes from Panama City
Beach, Panama City and the beaches of South Walton. Today, with service from American Airlines, Delta
Air Lines, Southwest Airlines, and United Airlines, ECP provides daily flights to worldwide destinations,
including daily and seasonal nonstop flights to Atlanta (ATL), Austin (AUS), Baltimore (BWI), Charlotte
(CLT), Chicago (MDW/ORD), Dallas (DAL/DFW), Denver (DEN), Houston (HOU/IAH), Indianapolis (IND),
Kansas City (MCI), Nashville (BNA), New York City (LGA), Philadelphia (PHL), St. Louis (STL) and
Washington DC (DCA). ECP provides Northwest Florida communities with first-class facilities and was
strategically developed for major economic development opportunities. ECP is the gateway to visitors
seeking Northwest Florida’s famous beaches.
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